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Environmental Studies Program

Develops and oversees applied scientific studies
required for making responsible decisions for managing
energy and marine mineral resources on the U.S. Outer
Continental Shelf




Mandate Driven Social Science Research

OCSLA 1953, EPAct 2005, NHPA 1966, NEPA 1969 - Provide
Information to support responsible energy and mineral resource
development on the OCS; particularly through our environmental
assessment process

Draws on a diversity of disciplines to understand the past, present, and
future

Significant Study Areas: Cultural Resources, Subsistence,
Communities, Regions and the Industry




A Subsistence Study:

Cross Island Monitoring Subsistence Bowhead Whaling

Spring Whale Hunt

Using GPS to Reveal Interactions between Humans and
the Environment through Space and Time




A Subsistence Study:

Cross Island Monitoring Subsistence Bowhead Whaling

Understanding the Role of
Subsistence in Communities

= Sustenance
= Traditional Social Status/Roles

o " Maintaining Social Ties/Capital

Harvesting and Processing a Whale




A Community Study:
Ethnic Groups and Enclaves Affected by
OCS Activities

" Enhance our understanding of the interplay between
ethnic groups and the various sectors of the Oil &

Gas Industry

A Cajun Mardi Gras Run
~ History.com 2011
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Collaborative Research: University and DY ot
Community Researchers ~blogs.baucr.uh.edu 2011
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A Community Study:
Ethnic Groups and Enclaves Affected by
OCS Activities

Contract modification to address the impacts of the DWH Oil
Spill

Quick Response to Spill — Studies Program

Focus of study = social effects — impacts on
households, community economies, social
gatherings, social networks

Coastal counties in Mississippi, Alabama, _
French Festival — Larose, LA

and Louisiana

Capitalized on Established
Relationships/Long-term Embedded
Research




A Regional Study:

Atlantic Wind Energy Development —
Recreation and Tourism Economic Assessment

U.S. Wind Energy Potential

Atlantic Coast

Tourism and Recreation

on ATL
EPAct 2005 — BOEM Role




A Regional Study:

Atlantic Wind Energy Development —
Recreation and Tourism Economic Assessment

Steps and Deliverables
" Literature Synthesis

" Create Scorecard to Identify Counties

" Profiles of Identified Counties (approx. 70)

® (Geo-Database with socio-econ information




“That was one of the things [Walter Daspit, 7-10-02]
about diving with heavy
gear. You had to be
careful. If you

leaned over

too far, the

air went to

your feet.

You were

out of

control

Dlvmg helmet made by Walter Daspit

An Understanding of
the Industry through

the Words of
Employees

An Industry Study:
History of Oil and Gas Industry in Southern Louisiana
(DOI Secretary’s Partners in Conservation Award 2010)
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Prod uction Platforms
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Unlike drlllmg'fmlts»a productlon platform IS demgned tolremainiiniplace for the life of the field.
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By the mid-1950’s platforms were much improved versionsiofitheiwooden structures built in the

. 1940's]
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“The Gulf of*Mexico system ofithis'new,; aa came to'be dominated by “piled jackets”, large

metal structires constructed in spemal\zed fabrication yards onshore, transported by
purpose built barges, installed using specialized equipment, and then pinned to the ocean

Seeiechion s pistioer in i floor by piles driven through the jacketinto the ocean'floor. West Verret Shell platform under

contruction by Higgins Company.

Once the piles had been driven, prefabricated decks
could be weldedonto the jackols

Fabrication on‘shore produced a'stronger, more
Uniform frame and mlmmlzed the'timeispent.on
constructioniinithe rough and unpredictable
conditionsiofithelopenisear |
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Preparing to move a jacket leg from a '
platform skeleton. (1965) !~ Walkway from the quarters to the platform. (1973)

A platiorm with a water tank, compressor
and a stiff leg crane. (1950s)

Joe Schovast

The Development of the Industryas cvidenced through
Platform Design




An Industry Study:
History of Oil and Gas Industry in Southern Louisiana
(DOI Secretary’s Partners in Conservation Award 2010)

" Provides Baseline and Longitudinal Information
on the Development of the O1l and Gas Industry

" Over 500 Interviews - Diversity of Individuals

" Captured a Precious and Rich Body of Knowledge

" Traveling Exhibit and Archiving of Project
Information




What Should You Know About Our Research?

v/ APPLIED RESEARCH: Mission Relevant Social

Science in Support of Responsible Energy and Mineral
Development on the OCS

v’ Over 30 years of Social Science Research — baseline
and longitudinal studies — enhancing our
understanding of the human dimensions of energy and
mineral development on the OCS

v'Partnerships — Leveraging Resources for Common

Goals
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